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ThePresident
TheWhiteHouse
Washington,D.C. 20500

DearMr. President:

May24, 2001

To performagrowingnumberofchallengingmissions,themenandwomenof
ourarmedforcesmusttrainastheyfight. Morethananythingelse,military readiness
dependson realistictraining. Sendingmilitary units intounfamiliarterrainincreases
missionrisks. Combiningair, seaandgroundforcesfor thefirst time in battleinvites
disaster.

But theavailability ofrealistictrainingareasis eroding.DefenseDepartment
trainingrangeshereandoverseasareundersiegefrom anumberof forces. From
Vieques,PuertoRico, to SanClementeIsland, California,andfrom Norfolk, Virginia, to
CampPendleton,California,combattraining is beingincreasinglyhemmedin by
commercialdevelopment,environmentalregulations,airspacerestrictionsandconflicts
overuseoftheradiofrequencyspectrum.

Urbandevelopmenthasmarchedto thefront gatesofonce-remotemilitary
training installations. Noiserestrictionsthat areoftendemandedby abase’snew
neighborslimit theuseofartilleryrangesandforceimportantlow-altitudeaviation
maneuversto unrealisticallyhigh altitudes.

As developmentconsumesopenspacearoundtrainingranges,compliancewith
stateandfederalenvironmentalregulationsbecomesmorecomplexandmorecostly.
SomeDefenseDepartmentlandhasbecomeahavenfor endangeredspecies,a habitatof
last resort. Theburdenofprotectingwildlife andhabitatmaybeoverwhelmingthe
primarytrainingmissionatmanybases.As theamountof landtheDefenseDepartment
setsasideforprotectedspecieslike thefairy shrimp,thegnat-catcherandthechecker-
spotbutterflyexpands,training lanesbecomeartificially narrow,drills become
predictableandrepetitive,andreadinessdeclines.
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Fast-growingdemandfor commercialair travelmeansless safeairspacefor
military pilots in alreadycrowdedskies. Theexplosionofwirelesstechnologies
threatensto pushmilitary equipmentoffprimeradiofrequenciesjust aswe’re spending
billions to link our forcesonthedigital battlefield.

Theseproblemsareaffectingtheability of ourforcesto fight, andthis
Administrationneedsto tacklethisproblembeforeit getsout ofcontrol. Forthemost
part,theDefenseDepartment’sanswerto encroachmentchallengeshasbeento work
aroundtheimmediateproblemswhile attemptingto minimize theimpacton thequality
andquantityoftraining. But thecumulativeimpactofthisstop-gapapproachis not
beingaddressed.TheClintonAdministrationstudiedtheseissues,but madeno real
proposalsfor long-termsolutions Theseproblemsareaffectingtheability ofourfoices
to fight, andthis Administrationneedsto tacklethisproblembeforeit getsoutofcontrol.

OnMay 9, 2001, aftereightmonthsoffield investigation,theCommitteeon
GovernmentReformconductedahearingentitled “Challengesto NationalSecurity:
ConstraintsonMilitary Training “ Seniormilitary operationalcommandersoftheArmy,
theNavy, theMarinesandtheAir Forcedescribedwith passionatedirectnesstheunique
encroachmentchallengesfacingeachservicein specificdetail. TheMembersofthis
Committeewereshockedattheoperationaldifficulties facingthosewhosejob it is to
makethemilitary ready. Enclosedpleasefind atapeofthishearingandthetestimony
ofthecommanders.We aresurethatyouwill find it ascompellingaswedid.

This Committeewill continueto focuson thechallengesfacingmilitary readiness
andnationalsecurity. In ourview, theissueis notreadinessversustheenvironment,or
readinessversusdevelopment,orreadinessversuscommercialaviation. We shouldnot
haveto choose.Thecentralquestionbeforeus is how all theseimportantnational
interestscanbeadvancedin abalancedcooperativeway.

We urgeyou to initiategovernmentreformsthat addressthis interconnectedsetof
problemssothatbipartisiansolutionscanbedevelopedbeforethesituationdeteriorates
further. Whenwecall uponourmilitary -- activeduty,NationalGuardandReserves-- to
go into harm’sway,weshoulddo soonly with completeconfidencethat theyare
thoroughlytrainedandready Theyhavearight to expectthat training,andweasa
nationhaveanobligationto provideit. We look forwardto workingwith youandyour
Administrationin addressingthis importantnationalsecurityissue.

DanBurton
Chairman
CommitteeonGovernmentReform

Sincerely,

V. Hansen
Chairman
CommitteeonResources
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Ron Lewis
MemberofCongress
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JoArmDavis
MemberofCongress

AdamPutnam
Vice Chairman,Subcommitteeon

NationalSecurity,VeteransAffairs
andInternationalRelations

Edwar . Schrock
MemberofCongress

Memberof Congress

4


